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Misty LaPerriere works directly with survivors of human 
trafficking, trains law enforcement and the Judicial 
System, while also providing certificate completion for 
law enforcement. Misty is a survivor, and has also worked 
with survivors for over a decade. Misty is designated as a 
Victim Service Practitioner through the Florida Crime 
Prevention Training Institute for Human Trafficking with 
the Attorney General’s Office. Her certifications include 
the following: 2023 Human Trafficking Summit from the 
Florida Attorney General’s Office, Certified Advanced 
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Association, and she is a subject matter expert for FDLE.



Agenda
1. Education on human trafficking

1. Define human trafficking & share statistics
2. Who is most vulnerable & what are the root causes?
3. Where is this happening?
4. The demand & traffickers

2. Working with victims of human trafficking
1. Understanding control, coercion, & trauma bonds
2. Best practices for trauma-informed, victim-centered interviews
3. Selah Freedom 5 core programs
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Definition
Florida Statute 787.06 (2)(d) defines Human Trafficking as:
• transporting, 
• soliciting, 
• recruiting, 
• harboring,
• providing, 
• enticing, 
• maintaining, 
• or obtaining another person for the purpose of exploitation of that 

person.



Sex Trafficking vs. Labor Trafficking
Sex Trafficking
§ Individuals are forced to perform 

commercial sex acts through the use of 
force, fraud, or coercion. 

§ Commercial sex involving persons under 
18 does not need to have force, fraud, 
coercion to be considered sex trafficking. 

§ Includes prostitution, pornography, and 
the exchange of sex acts through anything 
of value.  

§ Most victims are between the ages of 14-
16 when introduced into sex trafficking. 

§ Massage parlors can operate as a front for 
sex trafficking.   

Labor Trafficking
§ Individuals are forced to perform tasks 

through the use of force, fraud, or coercion. 
§ Labor trafficking does not involve 

commercial sex acts.
§ Includes debt bondage, forced labor, and 

involuntary child labor.
§ Common type of labor trafficking victims 

include: farm workers, domestic servants, 
and factory workers.  

§ Can also include unsafe working conditions 
with little or no pay for work.  





Coercion 787.06(2)(a)
1.  Using or threatening to use physical force against any person;
2.  Restraining, isolating, or confining or threatening to restrain, isolate, or confine any person 
without lawful authority and against her or his will;

3.  Using lending or other credit methods to establish a debt by any person when labor or services 
are pledged as a security for the debt, if the value of the labor or services as reasonably assessed 
is not applied toward the liquidation of the debt, the length and nature of the labor or services are 
not respectively limited and defined;

4.  Destroying, concealing, removing, confiscating, withholding, or possessing any actual or 
purported passport, visa, or other immigration document, or any other actual or purported 
government identification document, of any person;

5.  Causing or threatening to cause financial harm to any person; 
6.  Enticing or luring any person by fraud or deceit; or

7.  Providing a controlled substance as outlined in Schedule [I] [II] of Florida Statute 893.03 to any 
person for the purpose of [exploitation of that person] or [using coercion for commercial sexual 
activity].

Can you think of examples?



Examples of Coercion
• Beating, pushing, shoving – using prior beatings as motivation (threats)
• Taking and leaving a girl in a hotel located a far walk from any place to 

get sustenance 
• Bonding out of jail, narcotics, paying for clothes, food, rooms, nails etc.
• DL’s, birth certificates
• Maxing out credit cards, taking all earned money
• “Come with me, I’ll take care of you” 
• Want to be a model?  Webcam only…
• Providing narcotics and then withholding them





 



 





Stages of Human Trafficking
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Luring:
>Assessing
>Testing
>Collecting Info
>Make them feel 
special

Grooming & Gaming:
>Honeymoon Stage
>In love, dreams 
coming true
>Promises of family, 
home
>Treating to new 
clothes, hair, nails
>May begin illicit drug 
use

Coercion & 
Manipulation:
>Mixed messages
>Withdrawing
>Toys with emotions
>She/He tries to get 
back in good graces
>Sexual acts 
compliance is rewarded 
with drugs or money

Exploitation:
>Broken down
>Threatens safety of 
loved ones
>She/He owes a debt
>Financial pressures
>Emotional/physical 
abuse
>Confinement & 
Isolation
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ROOT CAUSES
CYCLE OF ABUSE

Abuse (96%) 
(Physical, Sexual, Emotional Abuse)

Shame, Low Self-Esteem
Mental Health or Substance Issues 

(93%)

Run Away (68%), Lured 
 (12-14 years old)

False Promises
“Romeo,” Security, 

Money, 

Protection 

Repeatedly 

Sold
Can’t get out

*Survey Results from the First National Survivor Study Polaris



Unstable Housing

Foster Care

Mental or 

physical health 

concern

VULNERABILITIES 

Recent 
Migration 

Status

Homeless or  

Runaway

Drug or Alcohol 

Addiction

Source: Polaris Project Annual Report 







Restitution Breakdown

Time In Call Outcall
QV (15 min) $100 $120
HH (30 min) $120 $160
HR (60 min) $180 $200
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Rates

Dates Per Day

5-6
Average date per day: 5.5

Wages Per Day

5.5 dates x $146.67 rate = $806.69



Restitution Continued
Days of Labor
      Time period

       June 3, 2020- November 9, 2020 (23 weeks- 159 days)
       December 10, 2020- January 7, 2021 (4 weeks- 28 days)
Total weeks: 27 weeks

Average days of labor: 4 days per week

Wages Per Week

        4 x $806.69 = $3,226.74 per week

Total Restitution
        $3,226.74 per week x 27 weeks = $87,121.98
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BRANDING – 787.06 4(b) - Any person who permanently brands, or directs to be branded,
victim of an offense under this section commits a second degree felony.







Remember
• No two H.T. victims  will have had the same experience-EMPATHIZE
• Do NOT judge
• Do NOT challenge or question the veracity of the victim – You will 

alienate or re-traumatize the victim
• Be mindful that your victim may NEVER be able to testify
• Eye to eye (do not hover)
• Do NOT make promises you can’t keep
• Be aware of cultural differences – eye contact; hand shaking; It may 

not be what you think



Approach the Victim this Way:
• EMPATHIZE-Acknowledge their trauma/pain/situation
• What are you able to tell me about your experience?
• Tell me more about…?
• Help me understand…?
• Tell me about your thought process during…?
• Ask about sensory details
• Tell me about the most difficult part?
• What can’t you forget?



Triggers of Re-Traumatization

In order to avoid re-traumatizing the victim, we must understand the 
physical, social and emotional impact cooperation will have on the victim 
and must avoid triggers such as:
• Lack of Control
• Unexpected Changes or Circumstances
• Feeling threatened or attacked
• Feeling vulnerable or frightened
• Feeling shame



Eradicate the Issue.
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”
For the first time 
in my life, I feel 
safe. I cannot 
describe how 

appreciative I am 
for that.

”
- Survivor
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Full LEO training available


